8       THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

is to be found in the general ignorance of the Bible.
If there was one thing which the Churches ought to
have been able to do, it was to shew them the interest
and the value of the great Book of God. Here, as
elsewhere, the blame must be shared. It is quite
clear that no Church can enable, far less compel,
an unspiritual man to study the great inspired
literature of the Scriptures. But it ought at least
to have been able with all the resources of preaching,
teaching, and education at its control, to make the
men understand the way in which the Bible should
be regarded and interpreted. This is especially true
of the Old Testament. Judging from the difficulties
that are raised in discussions, the men seem to believe
that a Christian man is committed by his faith in
Christ to the stiffest theory of the verbal inspiration
of the Old Testament, which would imply that the
truth of the whole history of redemption which it
contains would be shaken if it could be proved that
any narrative were mythical, or that the Pentateuch
was not written by Moses. There must have been
grave want of candour and courage in the teaching
of the Church for this to be possible. There are two
disastrous consequences. The first is that, being
unfamiliar with the idea of progressive revelation
of God, and finding in the Old Testament moral
difficulties of which the traditional theory gives no
adequate explanation, men either throw aside the
whole of Revelation, Old Testament and New alike,
or else accept both as on the same level, and, in their
thoughts of God, accept a confused idea of Him
which is derived from both alike, and yet is neither
the one thing nor the other. . . . There never can